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Tbe Llnh-þIt excøuøtor
used to buìId Goltøth at
Six Flags Orer Geotgía
seem thEt next to tbe
mømnoth coøster.

A ml¡lature golf course
takes shøpe øt FJ:
Føbulous Famþ Fun
Center ln Hbkory, N.C,
underlbe shlllcd hønds
of Armtsenc.nt
C-a rctntc-tlon C.a.'s creut.

StormRecovery
Effortsftntinue
atffihse
.ByÆrgeh B. Humi
CEG CORRESPONDENT

Duing Augnst 2005, Hunicane Katina caused
millions of dollars worttr of damage to tlre Naval
Construction Battalion Center (NCBC) in
Guþort, Miss., home to several thousand
Seabees.

Now, nearly tlree years after the hunicane dev-

see SEABEE page 11

kiny$tuation
F,asedbyGPS
atArkPrcject

Slte utmk progr€sses on fúters, sløbs ø¡td
utderglrnd atllíti.e s.

ByUaVnæ¿
CEGCORRESPONDENT

Record-setting rains in cenEal
Akansæ have been conquered by a
family consfruction company with tlre
aid of advanced tecbnolog¡r.

"\Me started work on Aug. 6 last year
and it started to rain on Aug. 30,"
recalled Larry Cox of Larry Cox
Constnrction, "and it's been raining ever

seeCOXpaç14

For Somg Amusement Means IIad lVork
Theme Pad(, ConsfurctÍon Is a Nche
fora*Iætñmfurof hnhactnts
By G¡les l¡mbeßon
CEG CORRESPONDENT

Consfruction work is not fun
and gâmes, but conûactors that
build theme and amusementparks
arp not immune to the delights
they consûuct. There is something
about øeating a waterfall or a
roller coaster that belies the notion

' ttrat all consfruction labor is creat-
ed equal.

"Well, it is different than build-
ing a house," said Dutch Mccrath
III, president of Amusement
Constuction Co. Inc., whose
motto is, "We Build Fun Things."

"Alot of people who work for
me worked quite a few years in
general_ commercial building.

^ They enjoy this work because it is
, different. It is a change ofpace for

them."

Some otlpr contractors in the
park consüuction business have
reached the same conclusion:
Building 'î.m things" brings a
special dimension of satisfaction
to a consEuction prcject.

The projects a¡e all across
America - and aroundthe world

- wherever an amusement park,
a theme park or a family firn cen-
ter qprings up to cater ûo thd[-
seeking human impulses. The
projects range in scope from the
original Dsneyland in Anaheim,
Calif. - and the numerous suc-
cessor Disney theme parks - to
neighborhood amusement c€nters
whose popular appeal never
reaches beyond a small commruri-
w.' 

In every case, while you can
talk about Magic Kingdoms, in

see AMUSEMENT page 45
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The matorgrødcr lcøoes behlnd ø smaotb gradc.

C'ettinglVlachines in Field Tbudûest Part of Spoús Compl
COXfiom page 1

since. It's the worst I've ever seen!"
The $500,000 job involved siæ and stonn

d¡ain work for eight baseball fields and five
soccer fields at the city of Heber Springs's
Marre Square Sports Complex and Heber
Springs High School's physical education
facility.

David V. Dow, vice president of
TrenchSafety & Supply Inc., based in
Memphis,TÞnn., and Liúle Rock,Atk., çup
plied Cox Constuction wittr GPS equip
ment. He said tlrc technology makes it easi-

er to work in inclement weatlpr.
"That's the beauty of using sat€llite sig-

nals - you can work?thfi in just about any
weather. The caveat is 'if ttre machines can
get in the field.'With all tlre bad weather
fukansas has had, getting inthe fieldwas tlre
problem, not the equipment," Dow said.

Even before tlre tonential rains hit, C-ox

Constuction had encountered problems
with tlte project. The company purchased a
2-D g¡ader system ayearortwo ago,butdis-
covered that ttrcrsites had too many elev¿-
tions to permitis use. Cox ttrerefore decided
to use a Champion 7n gmÅEr fifted with'

Topcon GPS as part of a 3-D serup also
involving a base station and a survey rover.
2-D machine confrol uses laser or sonic ært-
sors, where¿s 3-D machine contol uses GPS
and GLONASS (Russia's Global
Navigæion Satellite System) satellite sys-
tems for greator accuracy. The advantage of
lhe lafter t¡pe of excavation conEol system
is tlnt it allows grading without 6e need for
stakes.

"In addition to our GPS<ontolled grader,
we also used a 330 Kobeloo taclöoe, a D61
Komatsu dozer, two þærnational

I Harvesterl four-wheel Eactor and pans, two

dump tucks and an kryersoll Rand 100 pad-
fmt rcller for this ¡noject " Cox noted,
¡drling that tbe job is now about 90 perc€nt
complete.

Dow said it's not thê larger conûzctors
who are foryng the way with GPS technol-
ogy.

'TrenchSafety has been selling machine

see COX page 16

Lønce Cox heEx ßtt eye ontbe In+ah lDtreblne
,. slalþe,onøì.(. Ji Ei:bq

oÍthe Topcon GPS. wbere he or sbe ls on aJob aln an ln+ú conttoller. Sprlngs, ArÞ-


